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and a playroom. And as the photos dis-
played here make it clear, he also enjoyed 
one of my favorite perks of office—you get 
to bring your dog to work. [Laughter] 

Of all that he left behind, nothing brings 
Robert Kennedy more clearly to mind than 
his good wife. In the first year of their 
marriage, he recorded his feelings by 
quoting the Book of Ruth: ‘‘Whither thou 
goest, I will go, and we will be together 
forever.’’

For 33 years, Ethel Kennedy has walked 
with grace and dignity, faithful to God and 
to the memory of her husband. Any tribute 
to Robert Kennedy must also be a tribute 
to Mrs. Robert Kennedy. She shares in all 
his achievements; she’s added many of her 

own. Mrs. Kennedy, America honors you 
as well. 

This great building, and all who work 
here, serve the public in the cause of jus-
tice. It now bears the name of a good and 
decent man, truly devoted to justice. On 
behalf of the people of the United States, 
I proudly dedicate the Robert F. Kennedy 
Department of Justice Building. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. in 
the Great Hall of the newly designated Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Department of Justice Build-
ing. In his remarks, he referred to Joseph 
P. Kennedy III, who introduced the Presi-
dent, and Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy Town-
send of Maryland.

Memorandum on the Naming of the Robert F. Kennedy Department of 
Justice Building 
November 20, 2001

Memorandum for the Administrator of 
General Services

Subject: Naming of the Robert F. Kennedy 
Department of Justice Building

Today we mark the 76th anniversary of 
the birth of Robert F. Kennedy, who 
served this Nation with great distinction in 
the United States Navy, as a respected at-
torney, as a United States Senator, and as 
our 64th Attorney General. As Attorney 
General, Robert F. Kennedy successfully 
led the Department of Justice in important 
struggles that have come to symbolize the 
Department’s capacity to do good. Whether 
fighting against organized crime or for civil 
rights, Attorney General Kennedy brought 

out the best in the Department of Justice, 
working for a more just, free, and law-abid-
ing society. It is fitting that the Main Jus-
tice building in our Nation’s capital should 
be dedicated to Robert F. Kennedy’s mem-
ory, so that generations of Americans yet 
to come will remember his contributions 
to preserving justice. 

I hereby direct you to designate the Fed-
eral Building located at 10th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, N.W., in Washington, 
District of Columbia, as the ‘‘Robert F. 
Kennedy Department of Justice Building,’’ 
and such facility shall be thereafter known 
and referred to by that name. 

GEORGE W. BUSH
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